APPENDIX.
THE YELLOWSTONE EXPEDITION OF 1873.
Extract* from Letters written by Gcnc.ral Ouster to his Wife during the Ufa jxdition to the Yellowstone in 1873.
I'Many of the IctUn'H from which the following extracts arc taken are very long, but. HO murh <>f them in of a purHonnl nature that I have sought hero to £ive <!tily those portionH (hat convey an idea, of the camp-life mid daily experiences of a rumjmij'ii on the froiituT.
I r«»**n»t. that I have not. Uw I<I|.(<TH ftivin^ an account of the Indian fights. I lwv« HulwUtntt'd a ropy of (tancrnl CuyUsr'H official report to complete the «tory of the mimmtn' of 1S7IJ.--E. H. <'.]
<1ump on Heart Hiver, 1). T., Juno 2G, 18T3.
WHEN 1 may have an opportunity to send this, or \vhcn it may reach you, I cannot tell; hut 1 will have it ready, and when the first ruuruT leaves lie shall carry these, tidings to you.
This is our s--ixtli day out from Fort. Itiee. We re.aeli(ul this river y<'st(Tday about noon, and are, remaining in camp to-day an it is Hoiwwhen* in this locality that, we expect, to find the railroad engineers, and Lieut, 1> --» and four companies of infantry that left Fort Hire iH'fcire you did.
Our march IMH been perfectly delightful thus far. We have encountered no Indians, although yesterday we Haw the fresh tracks i»f about fifteen ponies, showing that they are in our vicinity.
1 never saw such line hunthig as we have, constantly had since we left Fort Uiee. I have done Home of the, best shooting I ever did, and UH you art', ahvay.H HO interested I want to tell you about it. I take twenty live picked men with me, and generally have severaln and horses as they fell at the post of duty, and from which no man escaped.wariness was known to all. Accordingly it was determined that General Ouster should take such force as he thought the Indians, seeing him approach, would stand against awaiting its attack. He was convinced that the 7th Cavalry was as large a body as could be taken with safety, and was a match for twelve hundred Indians. He knew his men,at-—an ulster. He declared that
